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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim ReJecUons - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

JP 03165654 A (hereinafter "Ota") in view of Herrod et al. (5,604,516, 

hereinafter ""Herrod"). 

Ota discloses a communication apparatus (Figure 1) comprising: 

a substrate (card storage medium 5); 

machine readable data disposed upon or within said substrate 
comprising commands directing a communication device to transmit said 
message (dialing information is stored onto the card storage medium 5 so that 
when the card storage medium 5 is loaded to a card reader 4 of telephone set 
1, the opposite party is dialed and a message, including name and address 
information, is automatically sent to the opposite party such that the dialing 
information stored on the card inherently comprises command information as 
well as message information; Abstract and Constitution). 

Ota differs from claim 2 1 in that although it provides some human 
readable data (telephone number data, which is stored on card storage medium 
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5, is printed on each card storage medium 5, allowing the user to know what 
telephone number is stored on the card; Figure 1), it does not teach the hunian 
readable data as fully disclosing the message and all machine readable data. 
However, Ota does teach that the card can be an optical card (machine 
translation, section (e), line 21) and, as shown by Herrod (see Figure 1; col. 2, 
lines 19-23), it is notoriously old and well known to provide human readable 
data which corresponds with printed machine readable data in order to 
facilitate manual entry in the event the machine readable data is damaged and 
unreadable or the optical reading device is non-functioning. It would have 
been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill to incorporate such provision of 
human readable data which fully discloses all machine readable data, as 
taught by Herrod, within apparatus of Ota in order to allow manual entry of the 
data needed to send an emergency message to a predetermined party in the 
event the machine readable data cannot be read. 

2. Claims 26-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ota in view of Herrod, as applied to claim 2 1 above, and further in view of 
Taskett (US 5,923,734). 

The combination of Ota and Herrod differs from claims 26-30 in that it 
does not teach the human readable data as comprising directions for use of the 
communication apparatus. However, Taskett teaches the desirability of 
providing complete instructions on the face of a telephone card (see Figure 1) 
such that it would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill to provide 
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complete instructions, as taught by Taskett, within the combination of Ota and 
Herrod in order to provide directions to any user of the card. 

Regarding claim 29, Ota teaches transmitting location information 
(machine translation, section (e), last sentence). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21, 26-30 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. Citron et al. and Feinberg show other relevant 
systems. 

5. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Stella L. Woo whose telephone number 
is (571) 272-7512. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http:/ / pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Stella L. Woo 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 



